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Governance

ACSA is an incorporated association and is
governed by a constitution that sets out the
objectives, powers and administrative
arrangements for the Association.

ACSA is lead by a volunteer Management
Committee established under the Associations
Incorporation Act 1991, and is supported by state
and territory based regional chapters. 

The day to day operations of ACSA are conducted
by a National Coordinator who is employed part-
time. 

Membership fees

Individual $70
Concession $35 (see concession categories below)
Organisational $300
Corporate $750

Concession categories accepted: 
Australian Student Card-holders
Seniors Card-holders (all states)
International seniors aged over 60 years
International Students Card-holders
Australian Government Pension-Card holders
Australian Veterans' Affairs Gold Card-holders

Additional charges may apply to special events.
facebook.com/AustralianCitizenScienceAssociation

twitter.com/CitSciOZ

instagram.com/citsci_oz/

youtube.com/c/AustralianCitizenScienceAssociation

linkedin.com/groups/6721312

Availability

This annual report has been designed for
accessible online use and distribution. All of
ACSA's annual reports, including this one, are
available at citizenscience.org.au/Documents

Further information on ACSA's goals, activities
and services can be found at:
citizenscience.org.au. 
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ACSA is an incorporated association and is governed by a constitution that sets out the objectives,
powers and administrative arrangements.

ACSA is overseen by a volunteer Management Committee established under the Associations
Incorporation Act 1991. In 2019-20 the Committee comprised 9 members and 1 representative of
the Host Institution, which for 2019-20 was The University of Sydney. ACSA Management
Committee members must have knowledge of, or experience in one or more of the following:
citizen science, business skills, stakeholder engagement, fundraising.

Committee members are elected by ACSA members at the Annual General Meeting for a term of
up to two years. Committee members may serve more than one term. Committee members may
also be direct appointed by the Management Committee in order to fill a vacancy should it arise
prior to the end of term.

ACSA's Management Committee is supported by its Patron, as well as an International Liaison, a
Citizen Science Global Partnership Liaison and a Social Media moderator, all of whom are
appointed to these roles based on expertise in their fields. The day to day operations of ACSA are
conducted by a National Coordinator who is employed part-time.

The Committee is also supported by regional chapters, which serve to help implement the
strategic goals, priorities and actions of ACSA at a regional level. Chapters operate under their
own management committee and report monthly to the ACSA Management Committee. In 2019-
20, chapters were operational in Victoria, Queensland, South Australia and the ACT & region.

The Australian Citizen Science Association (ACSA) is the peak body for citizen science in Australia.
We are an independent, non-government, not-for-profit organisation. ACSA was established in
2014 when a large number of dedicated volunteers came together to discuss how to increase
awareness of and support Australian citizen science, both nationally and globally. More than 420
people were members of ACSA during 2019/20, as were 28 organisations. ACSA is funded by a
Commonwealth Government grant through the Inspiring Australia Program and is hosted by the
University of Sydney.

ACSA Vision
A community that supports, informs and develops citizen science

ACSA Mission
To advance citizen science through sharing of knowledge, collaboration, capacity building &
advocacy for citizen science.
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Who are we?

How do we Operate?

https://citizenscience.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/ACSA-Constitution_revised-November-2017.pdf


Dr Erin Roger
Chair
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Stephanie von Gavel
Vice Chair

Michelle Neil
Secretary

Our People
ACSA Management Committee

Rosemary Race
Treasurer

Dr Alice Motion
Host Representative

Jenn Loder
General Member

Patrick Tegart
General Member

Cobi Calyx
General Member

Rosalinde Brinkman
General Member

Maxine Newlands
General Member

Chapter Chairs

Kade Mills
Chair ACSA-VIC

James Gullison
Chair ACSA-QLD

Katie Irvine
Chair ACSA-SA

John Pring
Chair ACSA-ACT & region

Jessie Oliver
International Liaison

Libby Hepburn
Citizen Science Global
Partnership Liaison

Dr Geoff Garrett AO
Patron

Amy Slocombe
National Coordinator

Support Personnel Staff
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Established the ACSA Bushfire working group to identify and promote citizen science initiatives that
would enable the broader community to collect data to monitor the recovery after the 2019/ 2020
bushfires and partnered with CSIRO and the Atlas of Living Australia to produce the Citizen Science
Bushfire Project Finder.

Delivered job skills training for our members.

Produced “Citizen Science and Covid-19”, outlining how the Australian community can stay positive,
share experiences and contribute to science and learning in the context of COVID-19. This led to a
broader article in ‘The Conversation’ (“How you can contribute to coronavirus research without
leaving the house”) and follow-on radio interviews and media exposure.

Australia’s first Citizen Science Postage Stamps were released in May 2020 after a proposal was put
forward and developed by ACSA.

Worked with UNESCO to support the development of a UNESCO Recommendation on Open Science.

Below I have summarised only some of ACSA’s achievements for 2019-2020. We should all be very
proud of how far ACSA has come in such a short space of time.

Worked with TedEx EarthSchool to help identify opportunities to include COVID-19- appropriate,
globally-relevant, citizen science activities as part of Earth School. Citizen science is one quest and
features unique interactive citizen science materials to connect  kids with nature in diverse ways.  

Partnered with the NSW Natural Resource Commission to prepare a Citizen Science Strategy for their
state-wide Forest Monitoring Program.

Formed a new partnership with the Minderoo Foundation Fire and Flood Resilience Initiative to scale
citizen science bushfire monitoring and embed citizen science in broader disaster resilience planning
and delivery.

Helped shape global citizen science growth through participation in initiatives such as the
development of the Citizen Science Global Partnership and numerous working groups and forums.

Awarded the 2019 Seed Grants (2 x $1000) as a way of giving back to and investing in our Members. 
 

Chair's Report

This year has challenged most of us in many unexpected ways. I am
immensely proud of how ACSA has performed as an association under
extremely challenging times. ACSA rose to the occasion by pivoting and
producing online resources, refreshed content, forming new partnerships
and producing #CitSciOnline all the while continuing with the core work of
the association. In the midst of it all we also celebrated our fifth birthday!
So, thank you members and supporters and all the volunteers who so
generously give us your time.

https://citizenscience.org.au/2020/03/05/acsa-bushfire-response-projects-audit-and-promotion/
https://biocollect.ala.org.au/bushfire_recovery#isCitizenScience%3Dtrue%26projectId%3D4e4859cc-4388-410e-8cce-7161e989e8db%26max%3D20%26sort%3DdateCreatedSort
https://citizenscience.org.au/2020/04/20/citizen-science-and-covid-19/
https://theconversation.com/citizen-science-how-you-can-contribute-to-coronavirus-research-without-leaving-the-house-134238
https://auspost.com.au/shop/collectables/stamp-issues/australian-stamps/citizen-science
https://ed.ted.com/earth-school
https://www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/news/citizen-scientists-fmip


Distributed monthly general newsletters and quarterly membership newsletters. Monthly
general newsletter subscribers ticked over to 2,000 this year.

ACSA has once again enjoyed strong media coverage, with both ACSA and its representatives
featured in news articles, on radio and in magazines.

Our next steps include organising a conference for 2021, ramping up grant and funding
applications to ensure our sustainability as an association, and continuing to advocate and
articulate the benefits of a coordinated, inclusive approach to citizen science.

 
Special thanks to Michelle Neil who has worn two hats for ACSA for the past two years for her
tireless efforts keeping our LinkedIn, Instagram, Facebook and Twitter channels active. ACSA’s
Facebook group just ticked over 5,000 members which is a great achievement and wonderful
testament to her dedication. Thanks also to all remaining and outgoing Management Committee
members for the time and dedication you have given ACSA. 

 
As Chair of the Australian Citizen Science Association, I am tremendously proud to be associated
with ACSA and see firsthand the impact we are having on the growth of citizen science in
Australia and globally. Our fifth year has been incredibly productive, and I am confident we are
in good shape to continue to advance and advocate for citizen science in the coming years. We
couldn’t do it without your support. 

Erin Roger
Chair
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ACSA’s 2019/20 external financial review was again conducted by
independent reviewer Alexandra Wilson. The reviewer has stated that
ACSA’s financial statements provide a “true and fair view of the
Association’s financial position as at 30 June 2020 and of its financial
performance for the year 2019/20”.
 
During the financial year there was an overall decrease in equity of
$17,332.58 with ACSA’s Total Equity standing at $55000.33 at the end of
the year. 

Income for the year was dominated by the second instalment of the grant under the Commonwealth
Grant Agreement 11/18, activated through the Department of Industry, Innovation and Science
($22,500). An additional $4,775 was received through a contract with the NSW Natural Resources
Commission to produce a citizen science strategy for their state-wide forest monitoring program.
While membership fees accounted for $15,488, this figure represents an approximate 10% drop in
membership revenue from the previous year, which could be contributed to the COVID-19
pandemic. ACSA received $10,000 in the form of an incentive from the Commonwealth Government
to deal with the effects of COVID-19.

On behalf of the ACSA Management Committee I extend our gratitude to our funding bodies,
partners and members for their essential financial support. 
 
Major outgoings were similar to those of the previous year, with the costs being incurred in
achieving contract and grant milestones as well as in ongoing website development and support.
Employment and professional fee expenses remains the highest expenditure category at $66,861.
Management Committee expenses at $2,439 were substantially less than in the previous year due to
the reduced opportunity for face-to-face meetings and travel in line with COVID-19 control
compliance. 
 
As ACSA looks ahead to 2020/21 and the final instalment of the Commonwealth grant, the main
challenge is to secure new funding streams and develop additional revenue models to support the
ongoing sustainability of the organisation. 
 
During the year the duties of Treasurer and bookkeeper for ACSA have largely been conducted by
myself, and I extend my thanks to ACSA’s Chair Erin Roger for her ongoing support and advice in this
area, particularly around discussions to establish the ACSA budget for the coming year.

Financial Statements are appended to the Annual Report (Appendix A).

Amy Slocombe
Acting Treasurer
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Amy Slocombe (Acting Treasurer)

Treasurer's Report



NSW
25.1%

VIC
22.3%

QLD
20.1%

SA
12.8%

ACT
8.3%

WA
6.6%

O/S
2.6%

TAS
1.4% NT

0.7%

422 
MEMBERS 

DURING
FY1920
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Where do our members 
come from?28 

ORGANISATIONAL

MEMBERS

AVERAGE 
27 NEW

SUBSCRIBERS 
/MONTH

16 
NEWSLETTERS

IN FY1920

Organisational Members

Membership Snapshot

https://birdsqueensland.org.au/
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.virtualreef.org.au/
http://www.ga.gov.au/
https://australianmuseum.net.au/
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/
https://ecocentre.com/
https://lmwrrg.vic.gov.au/
https://oceanlifesaving.com.au/
https://www.goldcoast.qld.gov.au/library/default.html
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Facebook followers Twitter followers

Social Media Snapshot

4,980
FACEBOOK

FOLLOWERS

413 
INSTAGRAM
FOLLOWERS

77 VIDEOS
ON

YOUTUBE

DOUBLE THE
INDUSTRY

ENGAGEMENT
RATE ON
TWITTER



08
Australian Citizen Science Association 
2019-20 Annual Report

ACSA wishes to thank everyone who provided philanthropic support to ACSA over the past year. We
are so grateful for your support. 

Our Partners

Our Donors

ACSA gratefully acknowledges the generosity of our partners and thanks them for their diverse
contributions to our operations. 

Contact Us
Amy Slocombe | National Coordinator
Australian Citizen Science Association (ACSA)
E: coordinator@citizenscience.org.au
W: citizenscience.org.au

Acknowledgement and Thanks

https://citizenscience.org.au/


Appendix A: Financial Statements
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