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Governance

ACSA is an incorporated association and is
governed by a constitution that sets out the
objectives, powers and administrative
arrangements for the Association.

ACSA is lead by a volunteer Management
Committee established under the Associations
Incorporation Act 1991, and is supported by state
and territory based regional chapters. 

The day to day operations of ACSA are conducted
by a National Coordinator who is employed part-
time. 

Membership fees

Individual $80
Concession $40 (see concession categories below)
Organisational $350
Corporate $860

Concession categories accepted: 
Australian Student Card-holders
Seniors Card-holders (all states)
International seniors aged over 60 years
International Students Card-holders
Australian Government Pension-Card holders
Australian Veterans' Affairs Gold Card-holders

Additional charges may apply to special events.facebook.com/AustralianCitizenScienceAssociation

twitter.com/CitSciOZ

instagram.com/citsci_oz/

youtube.com/c/AustralianCitizenScienceAssociation

linkedin.com/groups/6721312

Availability

This annual report has been designed for
accessible online use and distribution. All of
ACSA's annual reports, are available at
citizenscience.org.au/Documents.
Further information on ACSA's goals, activities
and services can be found at:
citizenscience.org.au. 

ii
Australian Citizen Science Association 
2020-21 Annual Report



ACSA is an incorporated association and is governed by a constitution that sets out the objectives,
powers and administrative arrangements.

ACSA is overseen by a volunteer Management Committee established under the Associations
Incorporation Act 1991. In 2020-21 the Committee comprised 10 elected members and 1
representative of the Host Institution, which for 2020-21 was The University of Sydney. ACSA
Management Committee members must have knowledge of, or experience in one or more of the
following: citizen science, business skills, stakeholder engagement, fundraising.

Committee members are elected by ACSA members at the Annual General Meeting for a term of
up to two years. Committee members may serve more than one term. Committee members may
also be direct appointed by the Management Committee in order to fill a vacancy should it arise
prior to the end of term.

ACSA's Management Committee is supported by its Patron, as well as an International Liaison, a
Citizen Science Global Partnership Liaison, a Partnerships Liaison and a Social Media moderator,
all of whom are appointed to these roles based on expertise in their fields. The day to day
operations of ACSA are conducted by a National Coordinator who is employed part-time.

The Committee is also supported by regional chapters, which serve to help implement the
strategic goals, priorities and actions of ACSA at a regional level. Chapters operate under their
own management committee and report monthly to the ACSA Management Committee. In 2020-
21, chapters were operational in Queensland, ACT & region, Victoria, South Australia and Western
Australia.

The Australian Citizen Science Association (ACSA) is the peak body for citizen science in Australia.
We are an independent, non-government, not-for-profit organisation. ACSA was established in
2014 when a large number of dedicated volunteers came together to discuss how to increase
awareness of and support Australian citizen science, both nationally and globally. More than 380
people were members of ACSA during 2020-21, as were 30 organisations. Funding for ACSA has
been received in the form of a Commonwealth Government grant administered through Inspiring
Australia Program. 2020-21 was the final year of funding under the grant agreement.  The
Association is hosted by the University of Sydney.

ACSA Vision
A community that supports, informs and develops citizen science

ACSA Mission
To advance citizen science through sharing of knowledge, collaboration, capacity building &
advocacy for citizen science.
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Who are we?

How do we Operate?

https://citizenscience.org.au/wp-content/uploads/2018/05/ACSA-Constitution_revised-November-2017.pdf


Dr Erin Roger
Chair
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Stephanie von Gavel
Vice Chair

Alysoun Boyle
Secretary

Our People
ACSA Management Committee

Peter Runcie
Treasurer

Dr Alice Motion
Host Representative

Rosalinde
Brinkman
General Member

Cobi Calyx
General Member

Lisa Evans
General Member

Bill Flynn
General Member

Jenn Loder
General Member

Chapter Chairs

Janine Bedros
Chair ACSA-QLD

John Pring
Chair ACSA-ACT &
region

Kade Mills
Chair ACSA-VIC

Sylvia Clark
Chair ACSA-SA

Jessie Oliver
International Liaison

Libby Hepburn
Global Citizen Science
Partnership Liaison

Patrick Tegart
Partnership Liaison

Amy Slocombe
National Coordinator

Support Personnel Staff

Alex Chapman
Chair ACSA-WA

Dr Geoff Garrett AO
Patron

Maxine Newlands
General Member



Partnered with the NSW Natural Resource Commission to
implement their Citizen Science Strategy for their state-wide
Forest Monitoring Program, and GeoScience Australia to assist in
the development of their organisational citizen science strategy. 

Partnered with the NSW Biodiversity Conservation Trust to
develop their Citizen Science Strategy.

Continued to work with the Minderoo Foundation Fire and Flood
Resilience Initiative to scale citizen science bushfire monitoring
and embed citizen science in broader disaster resilience planning
and delivery. 

This past year has been an important year for citizen science in
Australia and globally, with some significant initiatives underway
including the incorporation of the Global Citizen Science Partnership
with the International Institute for Applied Systems Analysis and the
UNESCO Open Science Recommendation. I’m pleased to say that
ACSA’s has been heavily engaged in both. 

It’s also been an incredibly challenging year for many of us, but the
growth and interest in citizen science remains very strong. ACSA has
changed its approach this year by pivoting and producing online
resources, refreshed content, forming new partnerships and
producing #CitSciOnline and #ConnectingCommunities all the while
continuing with the core work of the association. We also successfully
launched ACSA Consulting in June, which is a new business model for
the association. So, thank you members and supporters and all the
volunteers who so generously give us your time. 

Below I have summarised only some of ACSA’s achievements for
2020-2021. We should all be very proud of how far ACSA has come. 

CHAIR'S
REPORT
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https://www.nrc.nsw.gov.au/fmip-partnerships
https://www.bct.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.minderoo.org/fire-and-flood-resilience/


Delivered CitSciOnline free to our members and sponsors with over 200 people registering to
attend the sessions held every Wednesday throughout October 2020. We have now published
these series of fantastic talks on ACSA’s YouTube as additional resources for our community. 

Provided our members with an exclusive viewing subscription to the award winning documentary
Picture a Scientist to stimulate discussion and provoke thought on the importance of diversity in
STEM.

We developed and distributed our 2021 member and community survey to help us better
understand and support our membership base.

The ACSA Early-Mid career researchers (EMCR) Working Group launched a lunchtime seminar
series discussing exciting developments in Australian citizen science research.

Developed a Citizen Science and Education resource suitable for children, educators and
community groups such as Scouts.

Developed a photo library of citizen science photos as a free CC-BY resource to support
promotional citizen science activities.

Delivered Connecting Communities in partnership with the NSW Chief Scientist’s Office to
emphasise citizen science as a method for communities to explore nature, the environment and its
connection to health and wellbeing. We had 127 people register to attend and hosted nine diverse,
passionate and articulate speakers from across Australia. 

Participated in webinars, gave invited talks, radio and print media interviews and advocated (such
as providing input into the State of Environment Report chapters) and advised on citizen science.

Helped shape global citizen science growth through participation in initiatives such as the
development of the Global Citizen Science Partnership with an ACSA representative sitting on its
recently established Interim Board. 

Launched and awarded the 2020 seed grants as a way of giving back and investing in our
members.

Re-established our Western Australia Chapter, bringing us to five well-functioning regional
Chapters across the country (WA, QLD, SA, VIC, ACT & Region). ACSA chapters have held meetings,
events, webinars and activities and supported other initiatives in their region as they occur. Each
chapter has reported back to the Management Committee in our monthly meetings and posted
resources on our YouTube Channel. Our YouTube channel hosts hours of content and has had
more than 4,000 unique views. 

Distributed monthly general newsletters and quarterly membership newsletters. Monthly general
newsletter subscribers ticked over to 2084 this year. 
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https://citizenscience.org.au/citsciozonline/
https://www.youtube.com/c/AustralianCitizenScienceAssociation
https://australiancitizenscienceassociation.createsend1.com/t/j-l-akylua-l-u/
https://citizenscience.org.au/2021/04/14/citizen-science-and-education/
https://citizenscience.org.au/citizen-science-photos/
https://citizenscience.org.au/citizen-science-photos/
https://citizenscience.org.au/connecting-communities-through-citizen-science-online-conference-series/
https://citizenscience.org.au/connecting-communities-through-citizen-science-online-conference-series/
https://www.eventbrite.com/e/using-citizen-science-to-understand-the-environment-registration-125406246459?aff=erelexpmlt&keep_tld=1
https://www.mixcloud.com/michael-lester5/citizen-science-curiosity-engagement-dr-erin-roger-chair-australian-citizen-science-associatio/
https://www.researchprofessionalnews.com/rr-funding-insight-2021-4-finding-favour-with-funders-through-citizen-science/
https://citizenscience.org.au/advocacy-examples/
http://citizenscienceglobal.org/
https://citizenscience.org.au/acsa-seed-grants/
https://www.youtube.com/c/AustralianCitizenScienceAssociation
https://citizenscience.org.au/latest-news/


Special thanks to Michelle Neil and Ciara Kenneally for their tireless efforts keeping our LinkedIn,
Instagram, Facebook and Twitter channels active. ACSA’s Facebook group sits at nearly 5,200 followers
now, Twitter at nearly 5,900 and our Instagram account has grown by 478%, which is a great
achievement and wonderful testament to their dedication. ACSA also has benefited from the time of
two other volunteers this year Andrew Kinsela and Faiza Sayed. Thanks also to all remaining and
outgoing extended Management Committee members for the time and dedication you have given
ACSA. 

Upcoming priorities for ACSA include the CitSciOz conference for 2021, ramping up grant and funding
applications to ensure our sustainability as an association, and continuing to advocate for and
articulate the benefits of a coordinated, inclusive approach to citizen science. 

As Chair of the Australian Citizen Science Association, I am tremendously proud to be associated with
ACSA and see firsthand the impact we are having on the growth of citizen science in Australia and
globally. It has been a distinct pleasure to chair the Management Committee over the past five years,
and our sixth year has been incredibly productive. We couldn’t do it without your support. We now
look forward to the coming year and all that it brings. 

E R I N  R O G E R
Chair
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https://www.linkedin.com/groups/6721312/
https://www.instagram.com/citsci_oz/?hl=en
https://www.facebook.com/AustralianCitizenScienceAssociation/
https://twitter.com/CitSciOZ?ref_src=twsrc%5Egoogle%7Ctwcamp%5Eserp%7Ctwgr%5Eauthor
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FINANCIAL
REPORT

We established ACSA Consulting.

GST registration granted by the Australian Tax Office.

Improved financial management processes.

Transitioned to a new web platform with additional features and is
less costly to operate from FY21/22 onwards.

ACSA’s 2020/21 external financial review was again conducted by
independent reviewer Alexandra Wilson. The reviewer has stated that
ACSA’s financial statements provide a “true and fair view of the
Association’s financial position as at 30 June 2021 and of its financial
performance for the year 2020/21”.  

Our great thanks to ACSA’s coordinator, Amy Slocombe, for managing
the finances so well last year and continuing to do so.

Highlights for the Year

Although we were impacted by Covid-19, 2020/2021 saw progress on
several fronts:

Financial Position

We had a net surplus of $48,263 for the year - an improvement on the
previous year’s deficit of $17,333. This was due to an increase in cash
received from grants and consulting. This resulted in an increase in
equity from $55,000 to $103,264.
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Income

Total Income for the year was $132,493 - an increase from $68,047 in the previous year. This was
mainly from consulting services and grants income from the Minderoo Foundation, Geoscience
Australia, NSW Office of the Chief Scientist and Engineer and the third and final instalment of the
Department of Industry, Innovation and Science grant. 

As with last year, membership fees were about 10% lower than in pre-pandemic years and events
income was negligible. ACSA received welcome government financial assistance to help deal with the
effects of COVID-19.

Expenditure

Overall expenditure for the year was similar to the previous year at $84,230. Employment expenses
remain the highest expenditure category and saw an increase over the previous year.

Covid-19 reduced opportunities for face-to-face meetings and travel, resulting in some cost savings.
This was offset by costs incurred in achieving contract and grant milestones as we are moving to rely
less on volunteers to deliver on these commitments.

The Future

As ACSA looks ahead to 2021/22 we will continue to focus on income supporting the ongoing
sustainability of the organisation and enabling us to add value to our members and Australian citizen
science more broadly.

On behalf of the ACSA Management Committee I extend our gratitude to our staff, members, funding
bodies, and clients for their essential financial support. 

P E T E R  R U N C I E
Treasurer
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NSW
28.6%

QLD
22.8%

VIC
21.3%

ACT region
10.5%

SA
9.7%

WA
3.9%

TAS
1.8%

384 
MEMBERS 

DURING
FY2021

Where do our members come from?

30 
ORGANISATIONAL

MEMBERS

Organisational Members

Membership Snapshot
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Membership Profile*

Nature of citizen science involvement:
45% volunteers
32% practitioners
21% not yet involved
2% students

Length of involvement:
20% 1 to 3 years
28% 4 to 10 years
15% more than 15 years

Affiliation: 
36% not for profit
27% no affiliation
17% University / TAFE
17% Government

Main focus areas:
Biodiversity, marine citizen science, animals

*Data is extracted from voluntary submissions to the 
 Membership database. It does not include all members.

https://birdsqueensland.org.au/
https://www.wsc.nsw.gov.au/
https://www.virtualreef.org.au/
http://www.ga.gov.au/
https://australianmuseum.net.au/
https://www.melbournewater.com.au/
https://www.cityofparramatta.nsw.gov.au/
https://ecocentre.com/
https://research.qut.edu.au/arg/
https://conservationvolunteers.com.au/
https://www.unsw.edu.au/arts-design-architecture/our-schools/built-environment
https://www.planning.nsw.gov.au/
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INSTAGRAM

In 2021, 4.48 billion people - over 60% of the global population - were active on social media.
Increasingly, social media is where people discover new brands, projects and ideas, but it takes
effective strategy and messaging to build an audience. To promote ACSA's brand across our social
media channels and encourage interaction, our social media volunteer promotes different focus
areas for citizen science on a weekly basis eg Teacher Tuesday (citizen science projects relevant to
teachers and education), world-wide Wednesday (international happenings), and 'appy Friday
(promotion of a citizen science app). All five of ACSA's social channels continue to grow.

Social Media Snapshot
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TOTAL FOLLOWERS AVERAGE ENGAGEMENT RATE TOTAL IMPRESSIONS

An impression is when a post is visible
in a social feed. This is how many

people saw the ACSA brand across all
social channels. 

This represents a growth rate of 11%

11,634 645,781 4.5% 

FACEBOOK
TOTAL FOLLOWERS

5,8885,158
TOTAL FOLLOWERS

780

LINKEDIN
TOTAL CONNECTIONS

761

YOUTUBE
SUBSCRIBERS

205

GROWTH IN SOCIAL MEDIA FOLLOWERS

Instagram was our fastest growing social media channel in 2020-21, clearly outpacing both Facebook and Twitter with 477% increase over
the year, adding about 1.76 followers per day. This is reflective of our dedicated Instagram volunteer and the popularity of the visual

medium.

ACSA's engagement rate across all
channels was 4.5%, well above the

industry standard of 0.5%.
Engagements include likes, comments

and shares on posts.



ACSA-SA stall at the Victor Harbor Science Fair (June '21)

ACSA Chapters
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ACSA has Chapters operating in Queensland, the ACT & Region, Victoria, South Australia and
Western Australia. Chapters help implement ACSA's stragetic goals, priorities and actions at the
regional level. Chapters have been particularly active over the past year holding stalls at regional
science fairs and festivals, championing events such as the City Nature Challenge and the Great
Southern Bioblitz, and conducting numerous online presentations and webinars. 

Through these sorts of activities, ACSA Chapters help to build awareness of ACSA and citizen science
in their local communities, give residents the chance to get involved in local citizen science projects
and have the opportunity to provide a local voice, representation and communication channel at the
national level.

ACSA-QLD stall at the World Science Festival Brisbane (March '21)

ACSA-QLD stall at the Sustainability and Science Showcase (June '21)

ACSA-ACT & Region Chair John Pring presenting a webinar 
'Citizen Science in the ACT' (February '21)  

ACSA-ACT & Region presentation on 'Digivol Online' (April '21)

ACSA-SA stall at the Victor Harbor Science Fair (June '21)



ACSA wishes to thank everyone who provided philanthropic support to ACSA over the past year. We
are so grateful for your support. 

Our Partners

Our Donors

ACSA gratefully acknowledges the generosity of our partners and thanks them for their diverse
contributions to our operations. 

Acknowledgement and Thanks
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Contact Us
Amy Slocombe | National Coordinator
Australian Citizen Science Association (ACSA)
E: coordinator@citizenscience.org.au
W: citizenscience.org.au

https://citizenscience.org.au/


Appendix A: Financial Statements
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